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How Island Residents Used Music to Protest against Slavery
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The first decades of the 20th century were years are of changes for the coastal communities. The abolition of slavery and the introduction of colonialism contributed to rural-urban migration. Pastimes and politics highlight how various forms of cultural and social practices including football, dress, taarab music, sexuality, and ethnicity transformed in the first decades of the 20th century in relation to transformation in political and social identities of the island residents. [footnoteRef:1]Fair indicates that popular cultures were important practices through which colonized and former slaves transformed themselves and the society they were living. This paper will discuss how island residents used music to protest against the colonial rulers. [1: Fair, L. (2003). Pastimes and politics. Ohio Univ. Press. PP 9 Popular cultures among the island residents.
] 

At the beginning of the book were are introduced to Siti Binti Saad the most famous Zanzibar's songstress. She sang Swahili while other singers during this era used Arabic. She was the first East Africa woman to produce an album. Fair uses the singer to discuss the theme of cultural performance and its politics. To start with Binti saad uses music to promote herself. Although she was uneducated her songs were known among all age groups. She was accepted by the island elites through singing in Arabic and the use of time-honored taarab formula. She uses her songs to criticize the discriminatory regime led by the colonial power. During this era, colonial rulers forced island residents to work for long hours in bad working conditions a situation that led to protest against the colonial rulers. For example in one of her songs named “Kigalawa” performed before the sultan she criticizes him for mistreatment of her band in the past. 
She also uses her song to fight for her rights. For example in one of her songs named "There is No Loss” she teases a wealthy Arab whose fraud as a colonial master led to her downfall. Music is used as a weapon to fight her enemies’ .lastly she uses songs to protest against various forms of women mistreatment in the urban Zanzibar. For example In her song “The police Have Stopped” she criticizes a judicial decision that allowed a wealthy business to walk free after killing his wife. According to Binti Saad, no one is above the law irrespective of their class, age, or color.
Songs are also used to negotiate power with the colonial master. Through her songs, she manages to convince the colonial master to abolish slavery in the urban Zanzibar. Her songs were also critical in improving individual and collective lives of the island residents as well as creating a sense of community within their new habitat. She also used her songs to express the suffering inflicted on the slaves by the colonial rulers. She also used her songs to organize a protest against the colonial rulers. This means her effort played a critical role in the fight for self-rule.
Throughout the book fair focus on the larger political evolution of Zanzibar. She uses a wide range of identity to classify the island residents. For example, the old classification of mshenzi and mungwana was common among the coastal communities. During the first and second decades of the 20th century, there was a great desire to be identified as Swahili. This was subsequently followed by ethnic identification in the mid-1920s.In 1930 there was another form of identity known as "Shirazi” whose popularity escalated in the 1940s. 
Fair also traces the history of clothing and fashion among the island residents. Zanzibar men and women altered their clothes regularly to demonstrate personal and class aspirations. For example, men wore western jackets, cap, pants, and jackets. The rise of football as a sport among the island resident was another common form of protest against colonialism. Sporting grounds were used to spread anti-colonialism messages among the island residents.
As indicated in chapter 4 Binti Saad and her band used performance skills to give poetic form to critiques of political and economic powers. Their message circulated in the Ng’ambo during the period between the First and Second World War.[footnoteRef:2] All her song both social and political critiques have majored in the physical reality of average man and woman rather than the sweet romantic taarab songs performed during post world war II. This means the main objective behind her singing is to educate island residents as well as spreading anti-colonialism message. [2:  Fair, L. (2003). Pastimes and politics. Ohio Univ. Press. PP 167 explorations of Sidi Binti Saad music and its use in negotiating power. 
] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Fair was successful in highlighting the relationship between the political and economic history of the island residents with the popular culture used to express objection against colonialism. There are various forms of popular culture used by island residents to protest slavery which include but not limited to music, sports, football etc. Firstly taarab was used to negotiate power with the colonial masters. Secondly, it was used to propose alternative ways to structure personal and social relationships. Lastly, Sidi Binti Saad uses music to promote herself. Through her music, she manages to cater to her basic needs. Besides, music is also used to fight for equal human rights. For example in one of her famously known song she criticizes a judicial decision favoring a wealthy businessman who had murdered her wife.
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